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Abstract
The type VI secretion system (T6SS) is a complex and widespread gram-
negative export pathway with the capacity to translocate protein effec-
tors into a diversity of target cell types. Current structural models of
the T6SS indicate that the apparatus is composed of at least two com-
plexes, a dynamic bacteriophage-like structure and a cell-envelope-spanning
membrane-associated assembly. How these complexes interact to promote
effector secretion and cell targeting remains a major question in the field.
As a contact-dependent pathway with specific cellular targets, the T6SS is
subject to tight regulation. Thus, the identification of regulatory elements
that control T6S expression continues to shape our understanding of the
environmental circumstances relevant to its function. This review discusses
recent progress toward characterizing T6S structure and regulation.
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